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and weapons through other countries who are 
directly or indirectly supporting terrorists. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HENRY WIRZ 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Henry Wirz as he retires after thirty- 
six years of service to SAFE Credit Union. As 
his family, friends and colleagues gather to 
celebrate his long list of accomplishments, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring this 
great individual who has served and contrib-
uted so much to the Sacramento Region. 

Graduating from the MBA program at UC 
Berkeley, Mr. Wirz started his career at a CPA 
firm before joining SAFE Credit Union, a not- 
for-profit, community-chartered credit union 
with membership open to businesses and indi-
viduals. Upon joining SAFE, he quickly moved 
up the ranks and after five years took over the 
reigns as CEO, staying in that role for the last 
thirty-one years. Under his leadership, SAFE 
Credit Union has grown and flourished. Em-
bracing new ideas and technologies, SAFE 
Credit Union is now the second largest credit 
union in the Sacramento Region. It started 
with four branches, but has since grown to 
twenty-one service centers across twelve 
Northern California counties. SAFE’s work-
force has grown from 130 employees to close 
to 600. Over his entire career, Mr. Wirz has 
worked tirelessly for the more than 190,000 
members of SAFE, and his efforts are a major 
reason why the credit union is such a pillar in 
our region. 

In addition to his work at SAFE Credit 
Union, Mr. Wirz is involved in many philan-
thropic efforts to benefit our community. He is 
a champion to end homelessness, a supporter 
of educational programs, and an innovator of 
the first degree. He has inspired SAFE Credit 
Union members and employees to volunteer 
endless time to our community. Mr. Wirz is a 
Past Chairman of KVIE Channel 6; a Trustee 
of the University of California, Davis Founda-
tion; a Trustee of the RCA Fund of the Sac-
ramento Regional Foundation; and Chairman 
of the Board of Sacramento Community Foun-
dation. He has served on the Twin Rivers Uni-
fied School District Advisor Board, the NextEd 
Board, and the City Year Sacramento Board. 
Although he will be greatly missed from the 
day-to-day operations at SAFE Credit Union, 
Mr. Wirz will remain involved in our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Wirz and his family, 
friends and colleagues gather to celebrate his 
retirement, I am pleased to honor and recog-
nize him for his hard work and dedication to 
making Sacramento a better place for all to 
live. I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
him the best in retirement and thanking him 
for his contributions to the Sacramento Re-
gion. 
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 25th 
anniversary of the East Sixties Neighborhood 
Association (ESNA). For the last quarter cen-
tury, ESNA has had an extraordinary impact 
on the quality of life of residents of the East 
60s. 

ESNA was founded in the summer of 1991 
to ensure that residents had a say in decisions 
that were being made in their neighborhood. 
The idea for ESNA came about because of a 
proposal to turn a vacant lot on the corner of 
63rd Street and Second Avenue owned by the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority to a 
parking lot. A parking lot would have attracted 
more traffic to one of New York City’s busiest 
intersections. Instead, the founders, Barry and 
Judy Schneider and Neil and Judy McLennan, 
were able to persuade the owner to lease the 
property to an alternative tenant that was 
more acceptable to the community. 

Over the last 25 years, ESNA has grown 
into an influential organization with a com-
mitted group of community volunteers. ESNA’s 
catchment area includes the area from East 
60th to East 69th Street from the East Side of 
Third Avenue to the East River, and is home 
to more than 35,000 New Yorkers. Today, 
ESNA’s many committees all work together to 
make the community a better place to live. 
ESNA volunteers help prune street trees, pro-
mote recycling, remove graffiti from city prop-
erty, and monitor neighborhood conditions on 
the streets, alerting the city to sanitation condi-
tions, traffic and noise. ESNA also encourages 
community spirit through a number of social 
events and caroling during Christmas. 

One of ESNA’s current concerns has been 
the East Side Access project (ESA), which will 
bring the Long Island Rail Road into Grand 
Central Terminal. Some of the construction 
work related to ESA is in ESNA’s catchment 
area. ESNA worked with the MTA to minimize 
the impact on local businesses and residents. 
Similarly, one of the stations for the Second 
Avenue Subway is being built in the ESNA 
area, and ESNA helped alleviate construction 
impact while continuing to support the devel-
opment of a subway that will provide much 
needed transportation alternatives to the area. 

New York is a city of neighborhoods. Local 
groups like ESNA make it possible for resi-
dents to come together as a community and 
have a profound impact on the quality of life 
in their neighborhood. I applaud ESNA for 
helping to create a real feeling of community 
in one of New York’s most dense urban neigh-
borhoods and for ensuring that community 
concerns are considered when decisions are 
being made. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the 25th anniversary of ESNA 
and its immeasurable contributions to the East 
60s and New York City at large. 
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure and admiration that I stand before 
you today to honor the Bronx Lebanon Hos-
pital—Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for their 
years of tireless work to improve the lives of 
our community, especially the African Dias-
pora. 

Prior to the Diaspora Clinic being opened 
June 12, 2012, the primary care staff at the 
Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center and the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Health Centers found 
that many patients who speak minority lan-
guages ended up in emergency rooms. The 
Diaspora Clinic at the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Health Center on 1265 Franklin Avenue, 
Bronx, New York was first conceptualized to 
break down the myriad barriers between doc-
tors and immigrant patients, and it was 
opened specifically for the growing African im-
migrant population in the Bronx. The Diaspora 
clinic focuses on providing culturally sensitive 
services, including health education, preven-
tion, maternal/child health care, chronic dis-
ease, dental care, and HIV counseling. Thus 
far, the Diaspora clinic has had more than 
15,000 visits to date. 

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Health Cen-
ter has staff members who speak several of 
the African languages and dialects and very 
often they act as cultural ambassadors who 
help bridge the trust between the Diaspora pa-
tients and the medical system. The Clinic has 
reached out to the West African population by 
way of direct visits to mosques and churches; 
participated in their radio programs; and also 
organized and participated in numerous health 
fairs and community events because they 
wanted to emphasize the need for primary 
health care to this community. As recently as 
October 15, 2016, the Center hosted several 
Imams from Togo, Senegal, Ghana, Guinea 
and Gambia communities; a leading Ghanian 
pastor, Mr. Benjamin Boakye, the Gambian 
Ambassador to the United Nations, Dr. 
Mamadou Tangara, and more than two hun-
dred and fifty adults and kids from the West 
African community participate in the second 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Diaspora Health 
Fair, and they were treated to giveaways, free 
screenings for blood pressure and diabetes. 

During the Diaspora clinic hours, the clinic 
has a social work assistant who is responsible 
for ensuring that the concrete services needs 
of these patients are met, and the social work 
assistant and the registrars also make sure 
that the unemployed, undocumented or tem-
porary residents benefit from paying little or no 
cost via Charity Care. Many ‘‘Diaspora’’ pa-
tients now visit the clinic regularly for appoint-
ments with our Internists, but many of these 
patients have also been incorporated into the 
clinic’s regular operating hours. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring the Bronx Lebanon—Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Health Center for their consistently 
remarkable dedication to the health and 
wellness of our community, especially for the 
African community. 
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